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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment filed on 19 
February 2009. 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending and present for examination. 

Response to Amendment 

3. No claims have been amended. 

4. No claims have been cancelled. 

5. No claims have been added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25 and 27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Levy (U.S. Patent No. 5,995,961, hereinafter referred to as 
LEVY), filed on 7 November 1996, and issued on 30 November 1999, in view of Malkin et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,317,795, hereinafter referred to as MALKIN), filed on 22 July 1997, and issued on 13 November 
2001. 

8. As per independent claim 1, 5, 9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 23 and 25, LEVY, in combination with 
MALKIN, discloses: 

A method of initiating a connection via a network for a streaming data item between a 
client that contains the streaming data item and a streaming data item server for the 
streaming data item, the client and the streaming data item server being accessible 
to each other via the network and the method comprising the steps: 
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receiving a specification of the streaming data item from the client via the network 

{See LEVY, C4:L25-34, wherein this reads over "the user formulates a query"} by a Search 

server that is accessible to the client via the network; 

using the specification by the search server to make a query on a database system 
that is accessible to the search server, the query returning a first identifier that 

identifies the Streaming data item {See LEVY, C4:L25-34, wherein this reads over "[g]iven a 
query, Plan Generator accesses source descriptions in which the contents and capabilities of the 
available information sources are available"}; and 

providing the first identifier and a second identifier from the search server to the 
streaming data item server that contains the streaming data item, the second 
identifier identifying the client and the first identifier and the second identifier are 
used by the streaming data item server to establish the connection {See levy, 

C4:L25-34, wherein this reads over "[b]ased on the descriptions, Plan Generator determines which 
information sources are relevant for the given query"}, with the client, wherein the 
connection does not run through the search server {See malkin, Figure 2}. 

While LEVY may fail to expressly disclose an invention wherein the connection does not run 
through the search server, MALKIN discloses a system wherein a client, a mask provider, and a content 
server node are connected via a network. See MALKIN, col. 5, line 48 - col. 6, line 42. MALKIN further 
discloses that a client can issue requests via the network for multimedia content, such that said requests 
are processed by a mask provider, and the appropriate content transmitted by the content server directly 
to the client (i.e. via a connection which does not run through the search server). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
above invention suggested by LEVY by combining it with the invention disclosed by MALKIN. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this modification so that once 
the search server determines the location of the streaming data item, the client may make establish a 
direct connection with the data host. 

Furthermore, it would be inherent to include a second identifier identifying the client in a search 
engine system since it would be necessary identify the client to which the search results are returned. 
9. As per dependent claims 3, 7, 13, 21 and 27, LEVY, in combination with MALKIN, discloses: 

The method of initiating a connection set forth in claim 1 wherein: 

the database system is an object relational database system {See levy, Figure l, Element 
140} that includes a table containing an object that represents the streaming data 
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item, an open method for the object is defined in the database system, the open 

method returning the first identifier {See LEW, C4:L25-34, wherein this reads over"[g]iven 
a query, Plan Generator accesses source descriptions in which the contents and capabilities of the 
available information sources are available"}; and 

the database system responds to the query by executing the open method and 

returning the first identifier {See LEVY, C4:L25-34, wherein this reads over "[g]iven a query, 
Plan Generator accesses source descriptions in which the contents and capabilities of the available 
information sources are available" and "[b]ased on the descriptions, Plan Generator determines which 
information sources are relevant for the given query"}. 

Furthermore, it would be inherent to the claimed invention that an object relational database 
system would include a table of objects. 

10. Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over LEVY, in view of MALKIN, and in further view of Rodriquez (USPGPUB 
No. 2004/0059720, hereinafter referred to as RODRIGUEZ), filed on 23 September 2002, and published 
on 25 March 2004, and in further view of Official Notice. 

11. As per dependent claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 and 28, LEVY, in 
combination with MALKIN and Official Notice, discloses: 

The method of initiating a connection set forth in claim 1 wherein: 

the client, the streaming data item server, and the search server communicate via 
the network using the HTTP protocol {See Rodriguez, [0002], wherein this reads over 

"Web pages or domain addresses on the Internet or on any other public or private global computer 
network"}; 

the first identifier is a URL for the streaming data item {See Rodriguez, [0042], wherein 

this reads over "[t]he search system is an application that allows users to enter predetermined search 
keywords and provides a list of results containing site information and media elements pertaining to 
each Web site"}; and 

the second identifier is a current IP address for the client. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

created to have an identifier be an IP address for the client since the IP/network address is necessary in 

the return of the search results. 
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Response to Arguments 

12. Applicant's arguments, see page 1, filed 19 February 2009, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1, 5, 9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 23 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Malkin et al. 

Conclusion 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to PAUL KIM whose telephone number is (571)272-2737. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F, 9am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Tony Mahmoudi can be reached on (571) 272-4078. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Paul Kim/ 
Paul Kim 

Examiner, Art Unit 2169 
TECH Center 2100 

/PK/ 



